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Area  of  District  (in  acres)  ... 
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Population  ...  . .  ... 
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ing  to  Rate  Books — computed .  ... 

Average  density  of  dwellings 
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0.76 
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1  per  4.7  acres 

3. 60 
£195,795 
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£844 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

High  Street, 
West  Malling, 
Kent. 

1st  August,  1951 . 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Malling  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  area  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  on.  the  lines  of  that  for  1949,  as 
indicated  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  112/50  dated  6th 
December,  1950. 

Population  :  The  figure  of  34,950,  being  the  Registrar 
General’s  Mid-Year  estimate  of  Home  Population  for  the  district, 
is  200  less  than  his  estimate  of  Total  Population  for  1949.  The 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  was  103. 

V ital  Statistics  :  The  Death  Rate  at  11.67  is  an  increase  com¬ 
pared  with  10.35  for  the  previous  year.  In  1949  I  was  able  to  say 
that  65%  of  the  deaths  had  occurred  in  persons  aged  65  and  over, 
many  being  in  their  seventies  and  eighties.  For  1950  the  per¬ 
centage  of  such  deaths  has  risen  to  slightly  more  than  71%.  This 
is  a  fact  that  might  very  well  speak  for  itself  regarding  the  health 
of  the  community,  that  a  major  proportion  of  its  inhabitants  can 
live  to  such  ages.  The  numerical  chief  causes  of  death  were  again 
Heart  Diseases,  Respiratory  Diseases  and  Cancer.  There  is  a 
decrease  in  the  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  the  year  but  the 
figure  is  still  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Deaths 
from  Influenza  showed  an  increase. 

The  Birth  Rate  again  decreased  being  14.62  for  the  year  against 
16.53  for  1949.  The  latest  figure  now  approximates  the  average 
for  the  immediate  pre-war  years,  and  is  considerably  lower  than 
the  rate  for  the  Country  at  15.8.  Of  the  total  number  of  births, 
5.28%  were  illegitimate,  but  none  of  these  died  under  one  year  of 
age.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  For  the  1950 
statistics  the  Registrar  General  has  again  supplied  an  Area  Com¬ 
parability  Factor  for  adjusting  the  Death  Rate  and  something  new 
in  an  Area  Comparability  Factor  for  adjusting  the  Birth  Rate 
likewise. 

Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases  :  It  is  with  extreme 
pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  record  for  the  third  year  in  succession 
that  no  notification  was  received  or  any  death  recorded  from 
Diphtheria. 
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The  notification  rates  of  other  diseases  for  the  year  have  com¬ 
pared  favourably  with  the  rates  for  the  Country  as  a  whole.  In 
1949  I  made  mention  of  the  pending-  adoption  by  the  Council  of 
byelaws  relating  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food 
and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air.  These  byelaws  received  final 
approval  during  the  year  and  came  into  force  on  19th  June,  1950. 
Opportunity  is  taken  of  reminding  those  concerned  of  their  res¬ 
ponsibilities  in  complying  with  these  byelaws. 

Staff  :  Details  of  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
are  recorded  on  the  inside  front  cover  page.  Once  again  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  stabilising  the  clerical  section  of  the  staff. 

Laboratory  Facilities  :  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  ar¬ 
rangements  during  1950  whereby  the  County  Pathologist  or  County 
Analyst  at  County  Hall,  Maidstone,  according  to  examination  re¬ 
quired,  have  carried  out  this  work.  These  arrangements  have 
proved  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

Ambulance  Facilities  :  Nursing  in  the  Home  :  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  :  Child  Life  Protection  :  School  Health 
Services  : 

The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority  for  the 
administration  of  these  services,  in  this  district. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47  :  No  action  was 
taken  during  the  year  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  for  the  removal 
of  aged  and  infirm  persons.  4  visits  were  made  to  aged  people  for 
investigation  of  their  living  conditions. 

Mortuaries  :  The  three  mortuaries  provided  by  the  Council 
and  situated  at  Aylesford,  Borough  Green  and  West  Mailing  con¬ 
tinued  in  use  during  the  year.  They  are  available  for  use  at  any 
time  and  the  Police  are  provided  with  keys. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925  and  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  above  during  the  year. 

Statistical  Data  :  Appendix  A  which  follows  contains  the 
various  tables  recording  vital  statistics,  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases,  etc. 
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APPENDIX  “A” 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

250 

234 

484 

Illegitimate 

11 

16 

27 

Total  Live  Births 

261 

250 

511 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

Mid-Year 

Home  population  ... 

•  •  • 

14.62 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor 
of  1.00  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
— see  note  below  for  explanation) 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  3  7 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  —  _ 

Total  Still  Births  ...  3  7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births 
Deaths — 


(crude) 


14.62 

(adjusted) 


10 


10 

19.19 


Total  (Male  213,  Female  195)  ...  ...  408 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  Mid-Year 

Home  Population  ...  ...  ...  11.67 

(crude) 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor 
of  0.94  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
— see  note  below  for  explanation)  ...  10.97 

(adjusted) 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  abortion  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age — 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

of  age  (10  M:  1  F)  .  11 

Rate — All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  21.53 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.73 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

of  age  (7  M  :  1  F)  ...  ...  ...  8 

Deaths  from  Malignant  neoplasms  (all  ages)  ...  75 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  (all  ages)  ...  ..,  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  1 
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NOTE:  The  adjusted  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  obtained  by 
multiplying-  the  Crude  Rates  in  each  case  by  the  Area 
Comparability  Factors  which  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General.  These  allow  for  the  differing  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas 
and  they  are  used  for  comparing  the  birth  and  death 
rates  with  those  in  other  areas. 


Comparative  Table  showing  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 


Year 

*  per  1000  estimated 

Home  population 

per  1000  total 
(live  &  still)  births 

per  1000  live 
births 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Still  Birth  Rate 

Death  rate  of 

infants  under  1 

Crude 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Rate 

Crude 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Rate 

year  of  age 

Q  1946 

22.95 

— 

11.57 

— 

23.81 

27.10 

si  1947 

22.69 

— 

12.40 

— 

24.77 

37.43 

1948 

17.97 

— 

12.36 

— 

27.03 

32.68 

3  1949 

16.53 

— 

10.35 

9.63 

13.91 

17.64 

|  1950 

14.62 

14.62 

11.67 

10.97 

19.19 

21.53 

England 

& 

Wales  1950 

( Provisional) 

15.8 

11.6 

29.80  f 

*  Years  1946-1948  (inc.)  rates  per  1,000  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation,  and  for  1949  rates  for  1,000  estimated  civilian  resident 
population. 

f  Per  1,000  related  Live  Births. 


CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASE— 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which  bedding 
was  steam  disinfected  and  one  or  more  rooms  fumigated  :• — 


Work  Carried  Out 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Scarlet  Fever 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Fumigation  of  Rooms  and 
Disinfection  of  Bedding 

7 

2 

— 

4 

Fumigation  of  Rooms 
only 

6 

4 

— 

— 

Disinfection  of  Bedding 
only 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 


Food  Poisoning  :  The  table  given  below,  is  of  food  poisoning 
notifications  which  were  received  and  investigated  and  returned  to 
the  Registrar  General  : — 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter 

M  F  M  F  M  F 

3  1  -  - 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents : 

Total  Outbreaks:  Nil. 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause : 

Total  Outbreaks  :  Nil. 

Single  Cases : 

Agent  identified  :  Salmonella  Organisms  (Typhi-Murium)  4. 
Unknown  Cause  :  Nil. 

Total  Cases  :  4. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 


4th  Quarter  Total 

M  F  M  F 
- 3  1 


Total  Cases:  Nil. 


Total  Cases:  Nil. 
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The  following  cases  of  infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases 
were  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Diseases 

Total 

Notified 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

39 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  1  Paralytic 

4 

1 

4 

including  r  Non- 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  Paralytic 

1 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  ( ,. 

^  \  Post  Infectious 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

37 

14 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

13 

1 

Measles 

154 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

17* 

Dysentery 

— 

— - 

Smallpox 

- — 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

_ 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever 

- — 

— 

— 

Relapsing  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

287 

33 

7t 

*  This  figure  includes  deaths  from  forms  of  pneumonia  which  are 
not  notifiable. 

f  In  addition  1  case  suspected  as  Laryngeal  Diphtheria  and  3  cases 
suspected  as  Poliomyelitis  were  admitted  to  hospital,  in  each 
case  the  diagnosis  being  not  confirmed. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

I  he  Kent  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  in  this  district  of  facilities  for  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  the  following  information  has  been  received 
from  the  County  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  A.  Elliott),  concerning  such  during  the  year  1950. 


Total  under 
15  years 

573 

34 

943 

2 

3717 

a 

o 

H 

304 

43 

15  or 

over 

05  CO 
ro 

rH 

1 

On  t-H  O  rH 

05 

1 

VO 

CO 

rH 

t>« 

o 

rH 

05 

1 

O'*  CM  r—l  rH 

05 

VO  <M 

r- 

rH 

m 

o 

to 

rH 

1 

VO  rH  05  1 

CM 

| 

m 

, 

VO  H  ro  1 

CO 

<-1  1 

00 

m 

1 

Tf-  VO  1  1 

3-  CM  |  | 

vO 

or 

1 

r*  3-  |  | 

O  CO 

CO 

CM 

rH 

r-H 

CO 

rH 

rH 

u 

05 

o  III 

O 

3-  1 

33 

M-  III 

i>-  1 

3 

r-H 

P 

<u 

X 


c 

05 

T3 

"in 

05 


C 

05 

v- 

x 

o 


O  '  -O 
X  -g  <15 

>  0.73 

**8 

C  'M 

2  in 

—  c 


CO 


3 

§  % 

Cv 

-M 

O 

<d 

t3  -S2 


u 
c 0 

«  • 

to 

a)  05 

X 


V) 

c 

o 

•  1-H 

-4-» 

JO 

3 

o 

o 

c 


CO 
.  u 
O  3 

ZC2 


h/3  <u  b 

•Sis 

3  05 

"O  ^ 

u  0) 

Q 


Cu 


T3 

C 

cO 

05 

3*  O 
05  uo 
~  05 

r-4 

c 

—  c 

T3 

05  "3 

w  oj 

C.> 
3  05 


c 

O  5 

.2  cO 

-4— > 

<5  os 

•q  Tf  o 

2  05  >o 

g-2 


05 


<u 

C2 


co 

05 

X 


in 

▼  ■< 

ro 


I  -«->  I 

C  W  C 

"  3?0  c 

.5  be  C 
c  o  3 

4—5  •*“*  (u 

c  ~  w  X 

05  (0  *1 

73  «— I  (0  o 

.3  ^  05  J3 

«  M_  !> 

u  0*0  , 
c  o 

05  <4-1  to 

t.  .2  o  05 

12  h  <p~ 

be  uT 

CO  05 

Jcl 

-*->  05 


1  4->  05 
CO  CO  05 

,i£  -C  C 
C  ^  *W 


3.2 

°Q 

VM 

°fi 


05 

in 

u 

3 

O 

05 

cO 

T3 

05 

-<-1 

05 


05 

U 

o 

<4-1 

05 

X 


(D  ^ 

c  C  co 
£  co  ro 
■r.  o> 


c 

CO 


05 


CO 

c 

o 


CO 

~  u 
CO 
3 

vzu  c 

CO 

O)^ 

-u 


05  O 
43  43 

~  £ 

•S  tuc 

•M.S 
C  3; 

«  3' 

12  s 

C/5  ^ 

CD  # 

U  <+-< 

O 

(/5 

C 

o.2 

C/5  Vm 
V-  -*-» 

d)  c/5 


I  4J 

03 

cn  "O 
05 

4->  *3 

2  C 

.£  <u 

3  u 

be  3 

3  05 

2  jH  ® 

3  £ 

C  w 

b4 


a; 


UJ  (J 


°  3 
.  u 
O  3 


«.S  at 

2  2  -o 

•3  £ 

05  05 

o  X  o 

£  o 

£  Q.Q 


T3 

05 

4-J 

33  3 
05  C 

4-i  .— 

3  05 

C  o 
.3  3 

8> 

3  i 

>C2 

V,  i_ 

05  05 

X  X 

£  £ 

3  3 

£  £ 


i 

i 


7 


The  following  table  relates  to  the  incidence  of  Notifiable  Disease 
according  to  disease  and  age  groups  : — 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

(Ex’ud’g 

Rubella) 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

nupmneria 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1  -  2 

2 

- 

10 

3 

1  - 

- 

- 

5 

14 

- 

- 

3  -  4 

2 

2 

6 

8 

- 

- 

- 

19 

21 

- 

- 

5  -  9 

9 

5 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

45 

33 

- 

- 

10  -  14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  1 

- 

- 

7 

4 

- 

- 

15  -  24 

- 

- 

- 

1  - 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

25  &  over 

- 

- 

;  - 

- 

-  1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age 

Unknown 

- 

_ 

■J 

_ 

_  _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

TOTALS 

13 

9 

22 

17 

2  2 

- 

1 

77 

77 

- 

- 

22 

39 

4 

1 

154 

Quarter  Ending 

> 

31-3-50 

2 

1 

- 

l 

l 

- 

- 

1 

4 

- 

- 

30-6-50 

6 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

21 

- 

- 

30-9-50 

1 

- 

5 

5 

2 

- 

1 

21 

23 

- 

- 

31-12-50 

4 

3 

16 

11 

1 

- 

36 

29 

- 

- 

Under  5 
5  -  14 
15  -  44 
45  -  64 
65  &  over 
Age 

Unknown 


TOTALS 


Quarter  Ending 
31-3-50 
30-6-50 
30-9-50 


Acute 

Pneumonia 


M 


1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


4 

1 

1 


Dysentery 


M 


Smallpox 


M  F 


Acute  encephalitis 


Infective 


M 


Post  Infectious 


M 


Enteric  or 
Typhoid 
Fever 


M 


31-12-50 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paraty¬ 

phoid 

Fevers 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

Food 

Puerperal 

Ophthalmia 

Infection 

Poisoning 

pyrexia 

neonatorum 

M 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

F 

M  F 

Under  5 

* 

-• 

-j  _ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5  -  14 

- 

-  • 

- 

- 

- 

15  -  44 

.  i 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

45  -  64 

- 

- 

;iu 

;  l  li 

1  1 

- 

- 

65  &  over 

-  ; 

- 

—  v>  _ 

*  id  , 

-  '  '  - 

1 

- 

- 

Age 

’  1  >  r 

(a  -  4  , 

v .  v  .!*  - 1 

Unknown 

-  . 

- 

>  ,  \ v  o 

-  '  - 

-  '  ■ '  -  ' 

- 

TOTALS 

• j 

- 

.2  ;':r 

'  '  ’  j  -  — ! 

3  1 

-j 

- 

- 

3,1  Li 

- 

4  ;  • 

- 

Quarter  Ending 

•  i< 

:•  h  | 

31-3-50 

30-6-50 

-> 

l ; 

3  1 

_ 

-  ■ 

- 

1 

i- 

- 

-  i 

- 

i  30-9-50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31-12-50 

- 

1 

-  - 

- 

- 
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The  table  given  below  is  inserted  for  comparison  with  the  Death  and  Notification  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  with  those  for  Mailing  Rural  District  for  1950  and  5  previous  years:  — 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  f  Respiratory  and  Other  Forms.  §  This  figure  includes  deaths  from  forms 

of  pneumonia  which  are  not  notifiable. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  table  set  out  below  records  in  age  groups  the  new  cases 
recorded  in  the  register  during  the  year,  together  with  the  number 
of  deaths  which  occurred. 


Age 

Periods 

(Years) 

New  Cases* 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 

\ 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1—  4 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5  —  14 

•  •  . 

1 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

e  •  • 

•  •  • 

15—24 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

4 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

25—34 

2 

5 

•  .  • 

1 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

35—44 

2 

1 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

45—54 

6 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

e  •  • 

•  •  • 

55—64 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

65  upwards. 

4 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

'  *  • 

23 

14 

3 

10 

9 

5 

1 

Totals 

37 

13 

1^ 

1 

50 

15 

March 

Quarter 

13 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

•  t  • 

1 

June 

Quarter 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

September 

Quarter 

5 

7 

1 

2 

5 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

December 

Quarter 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  Relates  to  Primary  Notifications  received  under  Article  V  of  the 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  persons  who  had  not 
been  notified  as  suffering  from  that  disease  (2  M :  2  F) — 4  (26.6%). 
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I  he  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 
during  the  year  with  Rates  per  1,000  Estimated  Home 
Population  :  — 


R.G.’s 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Number  of  Deaths 

Rates  per 
1000  Estima- 

list  No 

M 

F 

Total 

ted  Home 
Population 

1 

I  uberculosis — Respiratory 

9 

5 

14 

0  40 

2 

Tuberculosis — other 

1 

1 

0  03 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

0  00 

4 

Diphtheria 

0  00 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0  00 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

0.03 

8 

Measles 

... 

0.00 

9 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

0  03 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm — stomach 

9 

5 

14 

0.40 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm — lung,  bronchus 

5 

2 

7 

0.20 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm — breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm — uterus 

7 

7 

0  20 

13 

4 

4 

0.11 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

26 

17 

43 

1.23 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

0  09 

16 

Diabetes 

4 

4 

0.11 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

18 

27 

45 

1.29 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

19 

38 

1.09 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

4 

2 

6 

0  17 

20 

Other  Heart  disease 

34 

40 

74 

2  12 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

10 

10 

20 

0.57 

22 

Influenza 

3 

4 

7 

0  20 

23 

Pneumonia 

11 

6 

17 

0  49 

24 

Bronchitis 

11 

9 

20 

0  57 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

3 

2 

5 

0  14 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

7 

0  20 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

0  03 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

4 

8 

0.23 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

0.06 

30 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  abortion 

0  00 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

0  00 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

22 

16 

38 

1  09 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

1 

5 

0  14 

34 

All  other  accidents 

6 

5 

11 

0  31 

35 

Suicide 

3 

2 

5 

0.14 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•  •  • 

0.00 

All  causes 

213 

195 

408 

11.67 

11 


Deaths — All  Causes — 1950. 


Age  Group 

Quarter 

ending 

31/3/50 

Quarter 

ending 

30/6/50 

Quarter 

ending 

30/9/50 

Quarter 

ending 

31/12/50 

Total  for 
the  Year 

Male 

Female 

M  ale 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

4 

_ 

2 

- 

10 

1 

1—4 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

5—9 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

10—19 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

20—29 

2 

- 

2 

- 

4 

U 

2 

- 

10 

3 

30—39 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

3 

5 

40-49 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

5 

1 

11 

8 

50—59 

4 

6 

6 

3 

5 

2 

7 

1 

22 

12 

60—64 

5 

o 

J-4 

3 

- 

4 

o 

*-4 

3 

3 

15 

7 

65  and  over 

35 

49 

35 

37 

18 

38 

48 

31 

136 

155 

Totals 

53 

65 

50 

45 

40 

47 

70 

38 

213 

195 

118 

95 

87 

108 

408 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age — 1950 — 11  (2.7%) 

1949 — 10  (2.82%) 

Deaths  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  over — 1950 — 291  (71.32%) 

1949 — 231  (65.07%) 

Details  of  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  Area  (Environmental  Hygiene),  Water  Sup¬ 
ply,  Drainage,  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies  and  the  Public 
Cleansing  Service  will  be  found  in  the  attached  report  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  Cleansing  Officer, 
has  reported  separately  on  these  matters,  as  in  previous  years. 

In  conclusion  may  I  say  how  much  I  have  appreciated  the  con¬ 
tinued  support  of  the  Council  throughout  the  year,  and  also  pay 
tribute  to  the  continued  loyal  co-operation  of  my  staff. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  HAY  BOLTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
High  Street, 
West  Malling, 
Kent. 

1st  August,  1951 . 

I  o  I  he  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Malling  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  third  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  cir¬ 
cumstances  existing  in  the  rural  district. 

During  the  year  under  review  Housing  continued  to  receive  a 
major  proportion  of  my  Department’s  time.  Many  tenants  of 
small  cottage  properties  seeing  their  neighbours  rehoused  in  new 
houses  become  dissatisfied  with  their  existing  accommodation. 
This  generally  means  complaints  to  my  Department  but  low  rents 
prevent  any  major  overhauls  being  executed.  However,  every 
effort  is  made  to  satisfy  all  people  who  seek  my  aid,  and  a  fair 
measure  of  success  has  been  achieved  as  will  bo  seen  in  the  repairs 
table  in  the  Housing  Section.  It  is  noteworthy  that  only  one  ap¬ 
plication  has  been  received  for  an  improvement  grant  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1949. 

Survey  work  in  conjunction  with  the  proposed  sewerage  schemes 
for  the  parishes  of  Wateringbury,  Aylesford,  Ditton  and  East 
Malling  was  continued  during  the  year  and  at  the  year’s  end  the 
outline  report  on  the  Wateringbury  scheme  had  been  received 
whilst  the  joint  scheme  for  the  three  latter  parishes  was  expected 
in  the  early  months  of  1951.  As  no  actual  work  of  laying  new 
sewers  had  commenced  efforts  were  made  to  improve  drainage 
systems  known  to  be  defective  and  to  convert  pail  and  earth  closets 
to  water  closets  with  cesspool  drainage.  In  this  connection  45 
such  conversions  were  made. 

The  Staff  were  working  to  capacity  during  the  year  and  still 
it  was  not  possible  to  give  as  much  time  as  I  would  like  to  the 
inspection  of  registered  premises.  Consequently  I  reported  to  the 
Council  the  need  for  a  further  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  request 
was  agreed  to  and  subsequently  received  the  approval  of  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Health.  An  appointment  was  made  and  the  Inspector  took 
up  duty  on  the  8th  January,  1951.  It  is  hoped  that  the  increase 
in  staff  will  result  in  greater  sanitary  improvement  in  the  area 
during  the  forthcoming  year. 


13 


SECTION  C 

WATER. 

The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  provides  a  piped  water  supply 
to  the  major  portion  of  the  Mailing-  Rural  area.  A  small  part 
of  the  parish  of  Aylesford  is  supplied  from  the  Maidstone  Water 
Company’s  mains.  Private  piped  supplies  are  provided  for 
the  major  part  of  Shipbourne  parish  and  small  parts  of  Aylesford, 
Birling,  Borough  Green,  Platt,  Plaxtol,  Snodland  and  West 
Peckham.  Sevenoaks  and  Tonbridge  Water  Company  supply  four 
houses  in  the  parish  of  Shipbourne.  In  all  approximately  97.81% 
of  the  district  enjoy  a  piped  supply  of  water.  154  new  connections 
to  the  mains  were  made  during  the  year. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  exact  number  of  houses  supplied  by 
stand  pipes  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  figure  is  approximately 
three  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  houses  having  a  piped  supply. 


Houses  supplied  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  (Dis¬ 
tribution  in  all  parishes  of  the  district)  ...  ...  9245 

Houses  supplied  by  the  Maidstone  Water  Company  (Dis¬ 
tribution  in  a  small  portion  of  the  parish  of  Aylesford)  29 

Houses  supplied  by  the  Sevenoaks  and  Tonbridge  Water 
Company  (Distribution  in  a  small  portion  of  the  parish 
of  Shipbourne)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


9278 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  spring  source  in 

the  parish  of  Aylesford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  spring  source  in 

the  parish  of  Birling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  spring  sources  in 

the  parish  of  Borough  Green  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  spring  source  in 

the  parish  of  West  Peckham  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  spring  source  in 

the  parish  of  Platt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  spring  source  in 

the  parish  of  Plaxtol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  spring  and  well 

sources  in  the  parish  of  Shipbourne  ...  ...  ...  105 

Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  spring  source  in 

the  parish  of  Snodland  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Total  9507 


Samples  :  All  supplies  are  subjected  to  sampling  from  time  to 
time.  The  following  table  indicates  the  results  of  the  year’s 


14 


sampling.  In  addition  to  the  results  shown  the  Maidstone  and 
Mid-Kent  Water  Companies  sample  their  supplies  regularly  and 
notify  me  of  the  results:  — 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Chemical  Examination 

Number  of 
Samples 

Results 

Number  of 
Samples 

Results 

Raw  Water 

15 

4  .satisfactory 

11  unsatisfactory 

8 

6  satisfactory 

2  unsatisfactory 

Treated  Water 

15 

All 

satisfactory 

3 

All 

satisfactory  1 

Action  was  taken  on  all  unsatisfactory  samples.  The  11  un¬ 
satisfactory  bacteriological  samples  referred  chiefly  to  the  two 
private  supplies  serving  the  parish  of  Shipbourne  and  were  in  the 
nature  of  “batch”  samples  to  localise  the  source  of  contamination. 
At  the  year  s  end  work  was  in  hand  to  provide  chlorinating  ap¬ 
paratus  to  the  one  supply  whilst  the  storage  reservoir  and  pipe 
lines  of  the  other  supply  were  to  be  cleaned  out. 

The  two  unsatisfactory  chemical  samples  referred  one  to  a  well 
which  was  used  only  for  watering  a  kitchen  garden  and  the  other 
to  a  supply  of  stored  rain  water  in  which  case  the  person  concerned 
was  advised  to  boil  all  water  for  potable  purposes. 

Extension  of  Mains:  During  the  year  1321  yards  of  4"  and 

yards  of  3  mains  were  laid,  the  details  of  which  are  set  out 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Parish 

Yards 

Size 

Water  Company 

Aylesford 

313 

3  ins. 

Mid  Kent 

Borough  Green 

331 

3  ,, 

Ditton 

374 

3  „ 

West  Peckham 

1321 

4  ,, 

Wrotham 

296 

3  „ 

East  Peckham 

400 

3  ,, 

>  » 

At  the  year  s  end  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  were  engaged 
laying  the  water  mains  to  Kits  Coty  Estate  and  the  Lower  Bell 
locality  in  the  parish  of  Aylesford.  When  completed  this  will 
enable  approximately  43  dwellings,  hithertp  dependent  on  stored 
rain  water,  to  connect  to  the  main  supply. 

Delivery  of  Water  :  As  the  year  1950  was  relatively  wet  the 
amount  of  water  carted  to  premises  dependent  on  stored  rain-water 
was  considerably  reduced.  13,200  gallons  were  carted  against 
25,250  gallons  carted  in  1949.  With  the  extension  of  the  main  to 
Kits  Coty  Estate  this  should  be  reduced  further  during  1951. 
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Rainfall  :  The  following'  data  concerning-  the  year’s  rainfall  as 
recorded  at  East  Mailing-  Research  Station  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Scientific  Liaison  Officer  of  that  Station  : — 


Total  amount  of  rain 
which  fell  during  the 
year 

Number  of  days  on 
which  rain  fell  dur¬ 
ing  the  year 

Heaviest  rainfall 
on  any  one  day 
during  the  year 

27.35  inches 

184 

1.36  inches 

(on  25th  April) 

Longest  Wet  Period  during  the  year — January  30th  to  February  15th  (17  days) 

• 

Longest  Dry  Period  during  the  year — March  3rd  to  March  13th  (11  days) 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Although  no  major  schemes  of  sewerage  were  put  in  hand  during 
the  year  much  survey  work  was  done  in  connection  with  the 
Aylesford  and  Ditton  scheme  and  with  the  Wateringbury  scheme. 
These  two  schemes  take  places  one  and  two  respectively  on  the 
Council’s  list  of  parishes  to  be  sewered.  At  the  year’s  end  the 
Engineer’s  report  on  the  Wateringbury  scheme  was  ready  whilst 
that  for  the  more  urgent  scheme  at  Aylesford  and  Ditton  was 
expected  in  April. 

A  large  amount  of  time  is  taken  up  in  survey  work  and  these 
schemes  must  of  necessity  proceed  slowly.  However  I  endeavour 
at  all  times  to  see  that  this  work  is  pushed  ahead  with  a  minimum 
of  delay  but  mindful  of  the  fact  that  a  sewerage  and  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  scheme  once  provided  must  cope  adequately  with  all  immedi¬ 
ate  needs  and  be  reasonably  well  designed  to  cope  with  foreseeable 
future  commitments,  progress  is  slow  and  careful1.  Once  an  outline 
report  is  received  from  your  Engineer  it  has  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning  for  approval  in 
principle  and  when  approved  has  to  be  resubmitted  in  detail  for 
further  approval  before  works  may  commence. 

The  existing  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  continue  to  func¬ 
tion  without  too  much  trouble  but  with  the  continued  building  of 
new  houses  sewage  works  are  tending  to  become  overloaded.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  some  of  the  works  are  very  old.  It  is 
felt  therefore  that  although  the  Council  have  agreed  in  principle 
to  tackle  in  order  of  rotation,  the  sewering  of  those  parishes  not 
at  present  sewered,  it  is  possible  that  the  existing  works  will  re¬ 
quire  the  Engineer’s  attention  from  the  enlarging  view-point 
before  fresh  sewerage  schemes  can  be  embarked  upon. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  flooding  of  the  Ryarsh  Lane 
sewer  in  West  Mailing  occurred  during  the  year,  and  this  is  due 
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to  the  systematic  dragging  undertaken  here.  Regular  dragging 
every  two  months  is  carried  out  on  a  Saturday  afternoon. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  following  records  and  details  of  work  carried  out  by  this 
Department  show  that  further  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
service,  the  most  notable  being  the  re-introduction  of  Salvage  re¬ 
covery  and  the  maintenance  of  the  small  disposal  plants  which 
have  been,  and  are  still  being,  installed  at  various  housing  sites. 

Manpower. 

To  carry  out  the  work  of  grass  cutting  at  housing  sites  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  small  disposal  plants,  two  men  were  engaged, 
and  for  the  sorting  and  baling  of  waste  paper,  two  women  were 
employed.  The  total  number  of  employees  was  43,  as  follows  : — 

1  Foreman. 

1  Fitter. 

1  Rodent  Operator. 

2  Maintenance. 

12  Refuse  Collection. 

2  Refuse  Disposal. 

2  Disposal  Plants,  Grass  Cutting  and  Sludge  Removal. 

10  Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night  Soil. 

10  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

2  Salvage  (Women). 

Shortage  of  labour,  sickness  and  holidays  have  again  made  it 
difficult  at  times  to  carry  out  the  work  in  an  efficient  manner.  The 
loss  of  working  time  through  these  causes  has  been  268|  days. 
The  period  of  time  during  the  twelve  months  that  a  full  staff  was 
working  was  one  week. 

Refuse  Collection. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  method  of  collection,  bins  are 
placed  at  the  gates  by  householders,  except  in  the  case  of  old  or 
infirm  people.  Ten  parishes  are  collected  weekly  and  fourteen 
fortnightly. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  the  cessation  of  the  war,  1945, 
approximately  900  more  premises  are  receiving  this  service,  of 
these,  103  are  dwellings  in  hutted  camps,  the  remainder  being  new 
houses,  the  majority  of  which  are  Council  houses. 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  refuse  collected 
proves  that  householders  are  taking  advantage  of  the  service.  The 
additional  amount  collected  over  that  of  the  previous  year  was 
971  tons.  , 


In  addition  to  the  transport  of  refuse,  many  more  demands  are 
made  on  the  vehicles,  such  as  covering*  for  the  refuse,  clinker  for 
sewag-e  farm  roads,  clinker  for  the  tip  roads,  small  ash  for  sludge 
lagoons,  water  deliveries,  materials  for  sewage  works,  pumping 
stations  and  sewers.  The  actual  tonnage  transported  was  as 
follows  : — 

Tons. 


Refuse 

Covering,  clinker,  hardcore,  etc. 
Drainage,  sludge,  etc.  ... 
Salvage  ... 

Miscellaneous 


7,925-| 
1,790 
530 
1 71- 

273 


10,536 


Salvage. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  during  the  year  1949  it  became  im¬ 
possible  to  find  a  market  for  the  sale  of  waste  paper,  so  the 
collection  had  to  be  discontinued. 

Towards  the  end  of  1950  it  became  evident  to  the  Council  that 
the  position  had  reversed,  and  it  was  decided  to  resume  collection 
as  soon  as  proper  arrangements  could  be  made. 

The  actual  collection  commenced  on  November  27th,  and  by 
the  end  of  December  £35  13s.  6d.  had  been  received  for  the  sale 
of  waste  paper. 

The  following  table  for  the  past  three  years  shows  that,  although 
Salvage  decreased,  the  total  tonnage  handled  increased. 


Year 

Refuse 

Hardcore  Drainage 

Salvage 

Misc. 

Total 

1948 

6,446 

1,464  139 

*614j 

8,661 

1949 

6,954 

1,378  331 

*675£ 

9,338£ 

1950 

7,925£ 

1.790J  |  530 

t  17i 

273 

10,536 

*  These  figures  included  Miscellaneous  work  in  addition  to  Salvage, 
f  27th  November  to  31st  December  only. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Two  tips  were  in  use  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  Cold- 
harbour  Lane  and  Ham  Hill  Brookland. 

The  Coldharbour  Lane  tip  became  ignited  three  or  four  times, 
generally  at  week-ends,  which  necessitated  using  two  or  three 
cesspool-emptiers  to  convey  water  to  extinguish  the  fires. 
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The  last  fire  obtained  too  great  a  hold  to  extinguish  and  it  was 
necessary  to  cut  off  the  burning  portion  and  let  it  burn  itself  out. 

Following  this  all  refuse  was  taken  to  the  Ham  Hill  Brookland 
site. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  obtain  a  further  portion 
of  ground  to  continue  tipping  at  the  site. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  services  of  the  cesspool-emptiers  were  in  great  demand 
during  the  first  and  last  parts  of  the  year  and  the  work  of  emptying, 
at  times,  was  considerably  in  arrears.  The  number  of  cesspools, 
requiring  attention  at  six-weekly  periods  is  737,  and  905  require 
attention  every  four  months.  Of  this  total  of  1,642  cesspools,  63 
serve  Council  property.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  approval 
to  sewer  parts  of  the  district  where  cesspools  are  the  most  nuis¬ 
ance,  but  until  these  sewerage  schemes  materialize,  the  work  will 
continue  to  be  heavy. 

Included  in  this  service  is  the  collection  of  479  pail  closets  per 
week. 


The  total  of  loads  carried,  11,349,  equals  approximately  8-^ 
million  gallons  removed  during  the  year. 

The  disposal  of  the  contents  of  cesspools  often  gives  rise  to 
concern,  some  farmers  are  quite  willing  to  use  this  sewage  on 
their  land,  or  to  make  compost  heaps  for  its  reception,  while  others 
will  not  have  it  near  their  premises. 

The  two  permanent  tips  at  Crouch  and  Aylesford  were  still  in 
operation,  and  lagoons  have  been  made  at  West  Mailing  outfall 
works.  Negotiations  are  also  going  ahead  for  a  permanent  tip 
at  Addington. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  figures  for  the  years  1949 
and  1950. 


Loads  Removed 

Year 

Cesspools 

Flushing 

Sludge,  etc. 

Pails 

Total 

1949 

9,736 

701 

* 

104 

(10,841  pis). 

10541 

1950 

10,578 

480 

135 

156 

(23,514  pis.) 

11349 

*  Included  in  the  total  for  Flushing. 


Garages,  Vehicles  and  Maintenance. 

The  new  garage  at  East  Mailing  was  completed  early  in  the  year. 
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this  accommodates  all  the  Council’s  vehicles,  which  enables  more 
efficient  supervision  to  be  given  to  both  vehicles  and  staff. 


The  old  garages  were  dismantled  and  the  materials  recovered 
were  used  to  supplement  the  garage  by  the  addition  of  foreman’s 
office,  fitter’s  workshop,  rest  room,  wash-places  and  lavatories 

A  new  barrier-loader  was  delivered  in  May,  and  the  old  Derby 
top  lorry  retained  for  sludge  removal,  etc. 

The  vehicles  now  in  use  are  : — 3  barrier-loaders,  3  side-loaders, 
1-2  ton  truck,  1  van  and  5  cesspool  emptiers,  a  total  of  13. 


Disposal  Plants  and  Ejector  Units. 

The  introduction  of  small  disposal  plants  and,  where  necessary, 
ejector  units  materially  relieves  the  work  required  to  be  done  by 
the  cesspool-emptiers.  The  effects  of  the  installations  at  East 
Peckham  and  Mereworth  are  particularly  noticeable,  and  if  work  of 
this  nature  could  be  carried  out  at  other  sites,  further  relief  could 
be  obtained. 

There  are  at  present  in  use  seven  disposal  plants  and  three  pumps 
or  ejector  units  and  four  more  disposal  plants  with  two  more 
ejector  units  are  under  construction. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

During  the  year  6985  inspections  were  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  Department  comprised  as  follows:  — 

Number  of  visits  to  Premises  where  foodstuffs  are  stored, 

prepared  or  handled 
Dairies 
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Knacker’s  Yards 


,,  Slaughter-houses 


,,  Piggeries  . . . 

in  connection  with  complaints  re  domes¬ 
tic  animals 

to  Outworkers’  premises  ... 

,,  Factories 
,,  Quarries 

,,  Hop  Pickers’  camps  ... 

Premises  re  Notifiable  and  Infectious 


disease  ... 

,,  Premises  re  Storage  of  Petroleum 
Spirit 

,,  Swimming  Baths 

,,  Sewage  disposal  outfall  works,  pump¬ 
ing  stations  and  small  group  disposal 
works 

re  proposed  scheme  for  a  small  group 
disposal  works 


153 

48 

6 

74 

5 


4 

1 

47 

1 

96 

43 

44 
10 


42 
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Number  of  Inspections  carried  out  under  Housing'  and/or 

Public  Health  Acts — First  visits  ...  ...  284 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  549 

, ,  Huts/Hutted  camps  inspected  (Emergency- 
housing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  417 

,,  House  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Housing  Inspections  in  connection  with  rehous¬ 
ing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  836 

,,  Cesspools  and/or  Septic  Tank  installations  in- 
pected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

,,  Rivers,  Streams,  Ditches,  Ponds  and/or  water 

courses,  etc.,  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  visits  to  premises  re  pail  closets  ...  ...  4 

,,  Inspections  of  sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

,,  Drains  inspected  and/or  tested  ...  ...  437 

,,  Inspections  of  sewer  flushing  tanks  ...  ...  9 

,,  sites  re  moveable  dwellings  ...  79 

,,  moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  14 

, ,  visits  re  water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  inspections  of  wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  inspections  of  Refuse  accumulations  and/or 

Manure  Heaps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  visits  to  premises  re  aged  persons  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Applications  for  Registra¬ 

tion  for  sale  of  ice-cream  22 
Milk  “Distributors”  ...  ...  4 

,,  re  Construction  of  New  Garages  (MRDC)  50 

,,  to  premises  re  Rat  and  Mice  Infestations  737 

,,  Disinfections  carried  out  after  Infectious  and 
,,  Notifiable  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  Premises  fumigated  for  pests  and/or  vermin 

(other  than  Rats  and  Mice)  ...  ...  ...  31 

,,  Samples  of  water  collected  ...  ...  ...  47 

milk  collected  ...  ...  ...  40 

ice-cream  collected  ...  ...  35 

,,  trade  waste  effluent  collected  ...  4 

,,  sewage  collected  at  outfall  works  3 
,,  pond  water  collected  ...  ...  1 

,,  visits  to  meet  Owners/ Agents  ...  ...  ...  79 

,,  „  »  »  Builders .  80 

,,  Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  981 

,,  Special  investigations  re  proposed  schemes  for 

sewerage  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1389 

,,  visits  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  at  Public  Houses  9 
re  Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  3 

to  .Shops  other  than  Food  Premises  ...  14 

,,  premises — Places  of  Public  Assembly  14 

,,  Controlled  Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  8 
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The  following-  table  sets  out  the  sanitary  works  effected  to 
existing-  premises  during-  the  year  under  review  : — 


Wall  plaster  repaired/ renewed 
Ceiling  plaster  repaired/re¬ 
newed  . 

Floors  repaired/renewed 
Doors  and  windows  repaired/ 
renewed 

Fireplaces  repaired/ renewed 
Dampness  of  walls  remedied 
Rain-water  down  pipes  re¬ 
paired 

Roofs  repaired 

Water  supply  pipes  and  stop 
taps  repaired /renewed 
Factory  drinking  water  sup¬ 
plies  improved 
Flues  repaired/renewed 
Rain-water  guttering  repaired 
/  renewed 

External  walls  repaired/re- 
pointed/rebuilt 
Cooking  ranges  repaired/re¬ 
newed 

Washing  boilers  repaired/ re¬ 
newed  . 

Chimney  pots  fixed 
Chimney  stacks  repaired/re- 
built 

Yard  paving  repaired /renewed 
Fluts  waterproof  treated  with 
Bitumastic  solution  and  Hes¬ 
sian 

Hut  waterproofing  made  good 
Huts  demolished 
Woodwork  of  staircase  repair¬ 
ed/renewed 

Brick  walls  strengthened  with 
iron  tie  rods 

Hutted  camp  road/metalling 
repaired 

Additional  W.C’s  installed  ... 
W.C.  pans  renewed 
Chemical  closets  provided 
Additional  flushing  cisterns 
installed 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  renew¬ 
ed/repaired 

Pail  or  earth  closets  converted 

to  W.C’s  . 

Closet  compartment  structures 
newly  constructed/recon¬ 
structed/repaired 
Additional  baths  installed  ... 
Additional  lavatory  basins  in¬ 
stalled 

Additional  sinks  installed 
Sinks  renewed 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired/re- 
newed  . 


70 

Additional  urinals  installed  ... 

6 

Urinals  repaired /reconstructed 

1 

51 

Choked  drains  cleansed 

32 

30 

Drains  laid/altered/repaired 

139 

Disused  drains  sealed  off 

1 

52 

Additional  gullies  installed  ... 

57 

17 

Gullies  repaired/renewed 

6 

19 

Additional  interceptor  traps 

installed 

24 

2 

Additional  drain  inspection 

79 

chambers  constructed 

Drain  inspection  chamber 

83 

4 

covers  and  frames  renewed/ 

reset 

5 

1 

Drain  vent  shafts  repaired/ 

2 

renewed 

1 

Drain  vent  shafts  provided  ... 

22 

31 

Choked  sewers  cleansed 

23 

Sewers  repaired  /relaid 

1 

22 

Sewer  inspection  chambers 
provided  with  new  covers 

15 

and  frames /reset 

Sewer  inspection  chambers  re¬ 

3 

15 

built 

1 

4 

Additional  sewer  inspection 

chambers  constructed 

1 

19 

Disused  sewer  flushing  tanks 

2 

removed  and  drain  connec¬ 

tion  sealed 

Premises  newly  connected  to 

2 

30 

sewer 

12 

5 

Premises  newly  connected  to 

2 

a  treatment  plant  ... 

1 

Cesspools/septic  tanks  repaired 

9 

8 

Cesspools  discontinued 

New  cesspools /septic  tanks 

4 

1 

constructed 

Shallow  sub-surface  irrigation 

26 

1 

systems  constructed  to  cess¬ 

96 

pools/septic  tanks  ... 

32 

27 

New  hopper  huts  erected 

10 

3 

Hopper  huts  reconditioned  ... 
Hopper  huts  provided  with 

29 

96 

windows  (openable) 

Hopper  hut  doors  renewed/ 

13 

36 

repaired 

Hopper  huts — other  minor 

12 

45 

repairs 

13 

22 

Hopper  hut  floors  concreted 
Hopper  hut  surroundings 

84 

cleansed 

3 

41 

4 

Hopper  huts  rebuilt 

19 

68 

30 

Cafes  cleansed  ... 

1 

Abatement  of  nuisances — keep¬ 

17 

ing  of  animals 

2 

Water  supplies  piped  indoors 

35 

5 

Wells  re-covered 

1 

22 


Accumulations  of  refuse/man- 
ure  removed  ...  ...  1 

Choked  ditches/ponds/streams 
/water  courses  cleansed  ...  1 

Dwellings  reconditioned  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  “Undertak¬ 
ing”.  (Section  11,  Housing 

Act,  1936)  . .  1 

Dwellings  demolished  (Section 
11,  Housing  Act,  1936)  ...  1 

Garages  erected  (MRDC)  ...  1 

Ponds  sprayed  with  insecti¬ 
cide  for  destruction  of  mos¬ 
quito  larvae  ...  ...  1 


Sanitary  accommodation  of 
factories  brought  up  to  re¬ 
quired  standard  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouse  limewashed  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses  limewashed  1 

Cold  rooms  provided  to  dair¬ 
ies  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
served  during  1950  ...  145 

Number  of  Formal  Notices 
served  during  1950  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Complaints  receiv¬ 
ed  during  1950  ...  ...  360 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  of  fac¬ 
tories  carried  out  and  the  details  of  defects  found:  — 

1.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Owners 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4,  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  Authorities  : 

15 

6 

— 

— 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

129 

41 

4 

— 

Totals 

144 

47 

4 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Rem¬ 

edied 

Referred 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

(S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

9 

— 

7 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Home 

Work) . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

10 

12 

— 

8 

— 
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Outworkers  :  There  is  one  outworker  in  the  district  who  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

Shops  Acts.  Checks  on  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  are 
made  when  visits  are  paid  to  shops  in  connection  with  other  duties, 
viz.,  inspection  of  foodstuffs,  etc.  Advice  on  the  hours  of  closing 
has  been  given  to  new  shopkeepers  during  the  year  and  no  com¬ 
plaints  of  contravention  were  received.  Observations  made  after 
closing  time  revealed  that  the  village  shops  generally  closed  before 
the  terminal  hour.  It  was  not  necessary  to  serve  any  notices 
during  the  year.  The  later  hours  allowed  for  Christmas  shopping 
were  made  known  to  village  shops  by  the  exhibition  of  suitable 
notices  in  prominent  places. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  There  are  two  privately  owned 
swimming  pools  in  the  rural  district  which  are  open  to  public  use 
and  these  were  kept  under  supervision  during  the  year.  Samples 
of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  The  samples  taken  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  proved  satisfactory  but  towards  the 
end  of  the  season  samples  from  one  bath  whilst  not  too  bad  were 
not  entirely  satisfactory.  The  proprietor  of  the  pool  was  inter¬ 
viewed  immediately  and  closed  the  bath  because  it  was  so  near  the 
end  of  the  season.  He  was  to  engage  the  help  of  the  makers  of 
the  purifying  apparatus  during  the  close  season  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  swimming  water  and  repeat  samples  will  be  taken 
next  year. 

Eradication  of  Pests  (other  than  Rats  and  Mice).  An  effort  is 
made  to  help  persons  seeking  the  aid  of  the  department  in  con¬ 
nection  with  bug,  flea,  and  fly  infestations.  The  Rodent  Operator 
carries  out  this  work  as  required  and  uses  liquid  insecticide  con¬ 
taining  residual  D.D.T.,  and  D.D.T.  smoke  generators.  Such 
treatment  usually  proves  efficacious.  31  such  premises  were 
treated  during  the  year. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  The  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation  on  31st  March, 
1950,  and  repealed  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Baiting  and  poisoning  of  surface  and  sewer  infestations,  in  the 
manner  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
gave  very  satisfactory  results  during  1950. 

147  complaints  regarding  rats  and  mice  were  received  and  in¬ 
vestigation  and  treatment  followed.  The  Council’s  sewers  received 
regular  treatments  and  attention  was  also  given  to  infestations  at 
the  sewage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tips.  At  Brook  tip  at  Ham 
Hill  a  very  large  infestation  was  cleared. 
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Bait  and  poison  takes  on  the  Snodland  sewers  show  that  a  fair 
infestation  exists  and  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  extensive  treat¬ 
ment  in  1951 . 


SECTION  D 

Housing.  Persistent  and  vigorous  efforts  were  made  during  the 
year  to  effect  repairs  at  small  cottage  property  and  a  fair  measure 
of  success  was  achieved  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  22. 
However,  I  am  constantly  coming  up  against  the  landlord  who 
cannot  afford  to  carry  out  works  required  because  of  the  small  rent 
received  and  it  has  been  necessary  in  some  cases  to  allow  repair 
works  to  proceed  slowly  as  more  rent  is  accrued.  This  appears 
to  be  a  national  problem.  A  number  of  tenants,  mindful  of  the 
landlord’s  difficulties,  carry  out  minor  repairs  at  their  own  expense. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  Housing  Act,  1949  would  have  the  effect 
of  improving  small  cottage  property  but  grants  are  only  allowed 
on  property  having  an  expectation  of  life  of  at  least  30  years 
and  covers  improvements  only.  No  provision  is  made  for  repairs 
to  existing  structures.  Only  one  application  has  been  received 
to  date  and  as  it  was  submitted  after  the  improvement  works 
were  commenced  it  had  to  be  refused. 

The  real  difficulty  experienced  in  this  area  and  in  many  others 
alike  is  maintaining  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness  in  the  low 
rented  rural  cottages  and  to  achieve  any  measure  of  success  in 
this  direction  one  has  to  be  most  patient.  From  time  to  time  it  is 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  service  of  statutory  notices  and  this 
generally  results  in  the  repair  work  being  -executed.  Whilst  new 
housing  is  a  priority  it  is  not  possible  to  effect  complete  recondi¬ 
tioning  of  cottage  property  even-  if  the  rents  were  such  as  to  allow 
for  such  work.  In  one  case  during  the  year  it  was  necessary  to 
resort  to  legal  proceedings  to  enforce  the  execution  of  necessary 
repairs.  Application  was  made  to  the  Justices  for  an  Abatement 
Order  under  Section  94  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  This  was 
granted  and  resulted  in  the  required  repairs  being  carried  out. 

One  house  was  dealt  with  under  Section  1 1  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  during  the  year  and  was  demolished.  Two  informal  under¬ 
takings  were  obtained  from  owners  not  to  relet  unfit  cottages 
where  the  Council  had  rehoused  the  tenants.  A  watchful  eye  is 
kept  on  all  unfit  dwellings  from  which  the  Council  rehouse  families 
in  an  effort  to  preclude  their  further  use  for  dwelling  purposes  until 
rendered  fit.  In  this  way  it  is  hoped  to  get  rid  of  the  worst  types 
of  unfit  houses  but  quite  obviously  it  will  not  be  possible  to  eradi¬ 
cate  all  unfit  houses  until  the  new  housing  programme  has  pro¬ 
gressed  much  further. 
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There  are  six  hutted  camps  within  the  district  providing-  ac¬ 
commodation  for  1 13  families.  At  the  Forstal  Road  camp  dampness 
due  to  condensation  became  serious  and  the  Ministry  of  Health 
were  approached  with  a  view  to  their  condemnation.  This  course 
of  action  was  agreed  by  the  Ministry  and  it  is  proposed  to  rehouse 
the  occupants  to  allow  this  work  to  proceed ,  2  huts  at  the  Burham 
Camp  were  demolished  during-  the  year  because  they  had  become 
structurally  dangerous.  As  time  goes  on  it  is  becoming  more 
difficult  and  increasingly  expensive  to  keep  the  hutted  camps  in  a 
reasonable  state  of  repair. 

Number  of  New  Dwellings  erected  during  the  year  :  — 

(Information  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  Hole,  M.I.Mun.  E. — 
Building  Surveyor). 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  (Permanent) 

(i)  Airey  Prefabricated  Type  16 

(ii)  Traditional  Types  ...  120 

-  136 

(b)  By  others  ...  ...  ...  21 

157 


Rural  Housing  Survey.  54  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded 
during  the  year.  Once  again  only  limited  progress  was  possible 
due  to  the  Officer  engaged  in  this  work  devoting  the  major  portion 
of  his  time  .to  the  housing  enquiries  necessary  for  the  selection  of 
tenants  for  new  Council  cottages. 

A  total  of  1941  houses  have  now  been  inspected  and  recorded, 
the  details  of  which  are  as  follows  : — 


1. 

Category. 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

37 

%  to  total 
surveyed 
1.91 

2. 

Minor  Defects 

1,587 

81.76 

3. 

Requiring  repair,  structural  altera¬ 
tion  or  improvement 

189 

9.73 

4. 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning  ... 

Nil 

0.00 

5. 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  re¬ 
pair  at  reasonable  expense 

128 

6.60 

» 
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Rural  Housing  Survey.  The  following-  table  records  details  of  amenities  of  premises  inspected. 
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It  should  be  noted  that  approximately  65%  of  this  number  have  other  means  of  cooking-  either  by  electricity 
or  gas  in  addition  to  ranges. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK 

Supply.  Milk  production  is  now  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  inspect 
the  conditions  at  cowsheds.  In  cases  of  difficulty  with  drainage 
at  cowsheds  the  Milk  Production  Officer  solicits  the  aid  of  my 
department. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  1938-1950. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  control  of  milk  distribution  is  still  administered  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  in  this  connection  there  are  13  dairies  registered  in 
the  rural  area.  31  persons  are  registered  as  distributors  of  milk 
within  the  district.  The  standard  of  dairies  is  considered  to  be 
satisfactory  and  in  all  but  two  of  the  premises  refrigerated  cold 
stores  are  available  for  milk  storage.  48  routine  inspections  of 
dairy  premises  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1949. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  undermentioned  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  : — 
Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  14 

Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  designation  Pasteurised  ...  ...  2 

Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  designation  Sterilised  ...  ...  7 

Supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  4 

Supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation  Accredi¬ 
ted  ...  ...  ...  •••  •  •  •  •• •  ••  •  •  •  •  1 

Supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation  Pasteur¬ 
ised  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation  Sterilised  1 

In  the  case  of  the  dealers’  licences  only  two  distributors  bottle 
designated  milk  at  their  dairites.  In  both  cases  “Tuberculin  Tested’’ 
milk  from  a  licensed  producer  is  bottled  and  capped  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations.  In  all  other  cases  designated  milk  is  obtained 
and  sold  in  the  sealed  bottles  in  which  it  is  obtained  from  approved 
sources. 


♦ 
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A  good  standard  was  maintained  with  regard  to  designated 
milks  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  record  of  samples  taken  : — 


Grade 

Number  of 
Samples  Taken 

Number  which 
satisfied  the 
prescribed  test 

Number  which  did 
not  satisfy  the 
prescribed  test 

T  uberculin 
Tested  Milk 

14 

12 

2 

Tuberculin 
Tested  (Pas¬ 
teurised)  Milk 

5 

5 

Nil 

Pasteurised 

6 

6 

Nil 

Sterilised 

11 

11 

Nil 

Inspection  of  the  dairies  was  carried  out  in  the  case  of  the  two 
unsatisfactory  samples  and  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

In  cases  where  bovine  cattle  are  sent  in  from  this  district  for 
slaughter  and  found  on  post-mortem  examination  to  be  affected 
with  tuberculosis,  samples  of  the  milk  supply  are  submitted  for 
examination  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  In  this  connection 
four  such  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
proved  negative. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  meat  supply  for  the  rural  district 
comes  from  the  centralised  slaughter-houses  of  the  adjacent  urban 
areas.  Four  private  slaughter-houses  are  licensed  in  this  area  in 
connection  with  the  Self  Suppliers  of  Pigs  Scheme  and  I  inspect 
pigs  killed  in  this  way.  One  hundredweight  eight  pounds  of  pork 
inspected  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during 
the  year. 

Inspections  of  food  at  various  retail  food  premises  in  the  area 
are  carried  out  from  time  to  time  and  in  this  direction  the  following 
quantity  of  foodstuffs  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  during  the  year  : — 

Weight 


Article 

cwts.  qtrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Tinned  and  Bottled  Fruits 

•  •  • 

2 

6 

oi 

Tinned  Soups 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

151 

Tinned  Vegetables 

2 

2 

Tinned  Fish 

27 

131 

Tinned  Meat 

1 

3 

8 

Tinned  jams 

10 

— 

Wet  Fish  . 

6 

12 

— 

Shell-fish 

2 

7 

— 

Bacon 

1  2 

3 

14 

Butchers’  Meat 

5 

19 

— 

Sausages 

26 

— 

* 
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Weight 

Article 

cwts.  qtrs. 

lbs. 

ozs, 

Cheese 

3 

8 

Marzipan 

2 

12 

— 

Miscellaneous — Salad  dressings,  etc.  ... 

2 

2 

7 

Total 

8  — 

24 

5 

In  addition  to  the  weights  shown  above  3x1  gallon  jars  of 
mixed  pickles  and  the  equivalent  of  368  pints  of  condensed  and 
evaporated  milk  were  also  surrendered  as  unfit. 

The  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  S.  Strugnell)  of  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council  has  kindly  fur¬ 
nished  the  following  details  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year:  — 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers  within 
the  Mailing  Rural  District  during  the  vear  ended  31st  December, 
1950. 


Article  No. 

Bismuth  Dyspepsia  Tablets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bismuthated  Magnesia  Tablets  ...  ...  1 

Brandy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Camphorated  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Catarrh  Pastilles  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Compound  Lemon  and  Ipecac  Mixture  ...  ...  1 

Cooking  Fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Custard  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dried  Milk  Powder  ...  ...  •••  •••  3 

Gin  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  1 

Goats’  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Granulated  Sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Honey  Cough  Syrup  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Horlicks  Tablets  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

IceCream  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  3 

Liquid  Paraffin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malt  Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Milk  . 42 

Milo  Tonic  Food  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Pure  Coffee  ...  •••  •••  ...  •••  1 

Pure  Glycerin  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 

Rum  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •..  1 

Seed  Cut  Macaroni  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 


Sweetened  Condensed  Machine-skimmed  Milk  1 
Tea  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 


V- 
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No. 

1 

...  2 

1 

Total  79 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
following :  — 

Milk.  Contained  4.7%  added  j 

water  and  was  26.5%  defi-  I  As  special  circumstances  were 
cient  in  fat.  \ 

Milk.  6.7%  deficient  in  fat.  I  applicable  a  caution  was  issued 

Milk.  10.0%  deficient*  in  fat.  ] 

Ice-Cream.  There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  58  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice¬ 
cream.  All  are  selling  ice-cream  from  approved  sources,  chiefly 
the  well  known  proprietary  brands.  35  samples  were  taken  during 
the  year,  the  results  of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Grade  I — 7;  Grade  II — 15;  Grade  III — 8;  Grade  IV — 5 

In  all  cases  where  a  Grade  III  or  IV  result  was  obtained  further 
inspection  was  carried  out  at  the  premises  and  the  temperature  of 
the  conservator  checked.  In  one  case  it  was  found  that  the  re¬ 
tailer  was  collecting  from  the  wholesaler  in  his  private  car.  This 
practice  was  stopped  and  delivery  made  in  a  refrigerated  van.  It 
Is  interesting  to  note  that  the  repeat  sample  gave  a  Grade  I  result. 
Repeat  samples  of  all  Grades  III  and  IV,  after  inspection,  resul¬ 
ted  in  a  satisfactory  improvement  on  resampling. 

Hop  and  Fruit  Pickers’  Camps.  There  are  33  hop-pickers’  camps 
within  the  rural  district.  32  of  these  were  occupied  during  the 
season  and  96  inspections  were  carried  out.  Prior  to  the  season 
commencing  a  letter  was  sent  to  all  growers  pointing  out  the  need 
for  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  particularly  with  respect  to  latrines 
and  refuse  disposal.  This  letter  had  good  results  and  proved 
worth  the  effort.  It  was  still  necessary,  however,  to  draw  the  grow¬ 
ers’  attention  to  unsatisfactory  latrines  in  one  or  two  isolated  cases. 
Such  complaints  usually  receive  immediate  attention  but  it  must  be 
appreciated  that  with  communal  use  of  the  temporary  closets  it  is 
very  difficult  to  achieve  a  high  standard  of  hygiene.  During  the 
close  season  29  huts  were  reconditioned,  38  received  minor  repairs 
and  84  concrete  floors  were  provided  in  lieu  of  earth. 


Article 

Tomato  Dainty  Spread 

Whisky  . 

Yeast-Vite  Tablets 
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Camping  Sites  (P.H.  Act,  1936— Section  269)  (Moveable 
Dwellings). 

The  following  gives  particulars  of  licences  dealt  with  during  the 


year  : — 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during  the 

year  for  sites  to  be  licensed  for  use  by  Move- 
able  Dwellings  ...  •••  •  ••  •••  20 

Number  of  such  licences  granted  .  17 

(b)  Number  of  applications  received  during  the 

year  for  licences  to  station  and  use  Moveable 
Dwellings  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  36 

Number  of  such  licences  granted  ...  ...  33 

All  applicants  for  licences  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  are  also  referred  to  the  Council’s  Building  Surveyor  in 
order  that  they  may  obtain  Planning  Authority!  permission  to  their 

proposals. 

The  use  of  caravans  as  dwellings  is  becoming  something  of  a 
problem  in  this  district  in  common  with  other  rural  areas,  and  it 
may  eventually  become  necessary  for  the  Council  to  provide  licen¬ 
sed  sites  so  that  this  development  may  be  controlled  in  one  or 
more  suitable  spots.  However  from  the  Public  Health  aspect 
licences  for  caravan  sites  could  not  be  refused  on  the  grounds  that 
a  central  site  was  provided  by  the  Council  but  such  a  scheme  could 
be  initiated  under  Planning  powers,  and  would  do  much  to  prevent 
the  scattered  caravan  development  at  present  practised. 

The  figures  of  licence  applications  dealt  with  do  not  necessarily 
include  all  those  caravans  at  present  used  in  this  district  for  it  is 
not  possible  to  seek  out  and  check  every  caravan  without  a  con¬ 
certed  effort  being  made  and  other  manifold  duties  have  precluded 

this. 


It  is  felt  that  applications  for  caravan  lioences  from  persons  who 
are  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  should  receive  sympathetic  con¬ 
sideration  but  I  feel  that  persons  from  outside  the  area  should  be 

discouraged. 

In  connection  with  those  caravans  at  present  licensed  no  public 
health  nuisance  was  noted  during  the  year. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  support  and 
backing.  My  thanks  too  are  due  to  the  staff  for  their  loyal  sup¬ 
port  particularly  for  those  extra  hours  willingly  worked  when 

necessity  arises. 


I  am, 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  COLDRICK, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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